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Local Crisis Governance in Africa:
Practices, Emerging Authorities, and Situated Regulations

For several decades, the notion of “crisis” has occupied a central place in scholarly, expert, political, and media
discourses. It has been applied to an ever-expanding range of domains and diverse situations, often without
clearly defining its scope or limits. The African continent has been particularly subject to such framings, given the
severity of the situations faced by governments, local societies, and external actors'. Yet these designations
frequently rely on stereotypes, simplifications, and reified representations that obscure the shifting,
ambivalent, and complex realities they purport to describe.

Building on this well-documented critique, this call seeks to shift the analytical lens on crises -or on what is
labelled as such. Rather than reassessing their structural causes or macro-level reconfigurations, we propose to
return to concrete field settings and to privilege empirically grounded, context-sensitive approaches. We aim to
analyse: (1) how such realities are perceived and experienced; (2) the discourses and practices they
generate among diverse actorsii.

By conceptualizing crisis as an open-ended situation, without a predetermined trajectory or fixed endpoint?, this
call adopts a constructionist perspective’. It examines the everyday forms crisis takes, the routinized modes of
governance it engenders, and the positioning of actors for whom it may represent both an opportunity -through
windfall effects such as access to resources- and a stage upon which to establish themselves as legitimate
authorities. Particular attention will be paid to lived experiences and to how individuals narrate their lives,
social relations, and trajectories within contexts labelled as “crisis™".

This perspective builds on scholarship advocating a non-normative, non-prescriptive understanding of
governance. Moving beyond strictly state-centric approaches, it focuses on the practices of non-state
actors involved in administering basic public goods, ensuring security, regulating access to resources, or
producing forms of justice V. As crises have multiplied, intensified, and in some cases become entrenched across
the African continent, these actors have assumed increasing roles. Aid frameworks, marked by injunctions to
“empowerment” and “accountability”, have further reinforced this shiftii. More recently, the restructuring of
international aid, including the dismantling of U.S. institutions and the financial retrenchment of humanitarian
operations, has expanded their responsibilities in governing resources, flows, risks, and conflicts.

Such configurations demand pragmatism, adaptability, and institutional mobility from national and local
actors alike™. Research in Somalia has highlighted hybrid political innovations -local entities partially integrated
into formal state structures® - as well as ad hoc policing arrangements and taxation systems regulating what has
been described as a “stateless economy”*. In the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), rebel activity has prompted
the emergence of new coalitions, networks, and structures involved in maintaining public orderd. In other
contexts, marked by vigilantism and self-defence groups, security and justice are renegotiated through localized
idioms of power, knowledge, and accountability*. Borderlands affected by violence or political contestation reveal
plural political orders® and new forms of authority and regulation, including fiscal arrangements*'. In aid-
saturated environments, “"local improvisational strategies”* generate alternative and sometimes competing
forms of public service delivery*i.
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The seminar therefore focuses on how these relations are governed locally, whether through routinized
management practices or through accelerated processes of mobilization and resource instrumentalization. We
particularly welcome contributions addressing the affective and political dimensions of crisis, including
analyses of “local repertoires of anger™ii, forms of resentment, contestation, and blame that emerge in crisis-
labelled contexts. Such repertoires constitute specific modes of politicization and of governing affects, and fully
participate in the local governance of crisis situations.

By prioritizing finely situated empirical research, this call aims to contribute to a renewed understanding of
crisis, not as an anomaly to be corrected, but as a privileged analytical lens through which to examine
ordinary forms of governance, authority, and social regulation as they take shape, transform, or unravel.

This approach also raises important methodological and ethical questions:

» How can meaningful data be rigorously collected “at close range” in crisis settings?

« What new "forms of fieldwork” emerge when research relies on proxies or remote engagement?

+ What constitutes responsible scholarly engagement, from “critical reformism™ to radical self-reflexivity*?

Both field sites and researchers invite introspection regarding the nature of collaboration and knowledge
production in such contexts.

Submission Guidelines

Proposals (in French or English) must be submitted by March 20, 2026, to: seminaire.gcrises.afrique

Proposals (500-1000 words) must include: Title, context, research question, hypotheses, methodological
framework, and main findings. Full contact details of the author(s) (status, institutional affiliation, email, full
address) must be provided.

We welcome contributions from all disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, including history, sociology,
political science, anthropology, geography, and related fields. Early-career researchers are particularly encouraged
to apply.

Selected papers will be considered for publication in a thematic issue currently in preparation for
submission to the Canadian Journal of African Studies.

« Abstract submission deadline: March 20, 2026
* Notification of acceptance: March 25, 2026
+ Seminar series: April-June 2026

This seminar is organized by the thematic working group on the Local Governance of Crises in Africa. It extends
the work of the IRD-associated junior research team “Local Governance of Migration and Food Crises in Cameroon
and Mali” (JEAI-GoOMACCA). Conducted under the UNESCO Chair “Défis partagés du développement”, it aims to
consolidate an international network of early-career scholars working on the local governance of crises in Africa,
a network initiated during the first seminar edition in 2025.

Scientific Committee

Claire LEFORT-RIEU (Postdoctoral Researcher, Anthropology, Laboratory of Social and Cultural Anthropology,
University of Liege, Belgium)

Eric Joél FOFIRI NZOSSIE (Lecturer and Researcher, Geography, Department of Geography, University of Ngaoundéré,
Cameroon / Associate Researcher, UMR DEVSOC, France)
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Pierre JANIN (Researcher, Geography, UMR Développement et Sociétés, Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, IRD,
Member of the Scientific Council of the UNESCO Chair, France)
Anne Le NAELOU (Sociologist, Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, UMR Développement et Sociétés, France)

Organizing Committee

Ghislain POUNGONG DZOKO (PhD Candidate, Geography, UMR DEVSOC, University of Maroua, Cameroon /
Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, France)

Annélie DELESCLUSE (Postdoctoral Researcher, Anthropology, Laboratory of Social and Cultural Anthropology,
Université de Lieége, Belgium / Associate Researcher, UMR DEVSOC, France)

Hassane SAIDOU (PhD Candidate, Regional and Territorial Development, Department of Societies, Territories and
Development, Université du Québec a Rimouski, Canada)

Joél MOUDIO MOTTO (Lecturer and Researcher, Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of
Yaoundé Il Soa, Cameroon)
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